Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth

Department of
Communication of the University organized a National
Seminar on Contemporary Society and Mass Media at
Varanasi. Large number of media persons, social
scientists and activists, academics and students actively
participated in the sessions addressed by a host of
Resource Persons drawn from Media, Universities,
social service bodies and non-governmental
organizations.

Journalism & Mass

Prominent among those who addressed the
participants were: Shri Nitin Ramesh Gokan, Vice
Chancellor, Kashi Vidyapeeth, Shri Achyutanand
Mishra, Vice Chancellor, Makhanlal Chaturvedi
National University of Journalism & Communication,
Prof. K.N. Singh Yadav, Vice Chancellor, Rajrishi
Tandon Open University, Shri Sachchidanand Joshi,
Vice Chancellor, Kushabhau Thakre University of
Journalism and Mass Communication and Prof. J.S.
Yadav, former Director, IIMC. Prof. (Dr.) Anil
Upadhyaya, Head, Department of Journalism and
Communication, Kashi Vidyapeeth conducted the
proceedings of the Seminar.

Focus in presentations and discussions was on

media as a watchdog of society, role of media in
creating social awareness and building right-thinking
citizens, changes in social values, impact of
globalization and market-driven forces on the working
of the media, information technology, mass media and
environment, influence of technological advances on
the media and need for turning out media professionals
with a missionary zeal.

In the valedictory session, Shri Mishra, Vice
Chancellor, Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University
said that media and judiciary were the last resort for
the common man. For this, it was essential that media
should put forth an unbiased and analytical coverage
before the readers/viewers. It was not right for the
media to advocate marketing and globalization at the
cost of its own credibility, he added.

Institute of Management Studies

School of Journalism & Mass Communication of
the Institute organized a National Seminar on
‘Changing Trends in Science Communication’. at
NOIDA The Seminar covered important aspects of
science communication through the mass media. The
Seminar’s call was loud and clear — creating a battery
of science communicators who will cater to the future

Yashwont Vyas - A Young Laminary

What greater compliments could be paid by a septuagenarian
humble Hindi wordsmith like me to a young author that Yashwant
Vyas, just in his early forties, has become a young luminary.

Born in village Rampura of Madhya Pradesh in 1964, the
currently Jaipur-based satirist and editor of the popular Hindi
Monthly "Aha Jindagi' of Bhaskar Group, Vyas has bagged
the prestigious "Bihari Puraskar" of Rupees one lakh this year.

Instituted by the K.K. Birla Foundation a decade ago,
Yashwant happens to be the youngest to receive this coveted
award. He is also the first to win this award in a genre that remained
uncovered till now under the Foundation's scheme of things. Yashwant Vyas has been chosen for this
honour for his novel Comrade Godse. Yashwant Vyas has already published as many as nine books
covering a wide range. He also writes for MEDIA MEEMANSA.

- Dr. Manohar Prabhakar
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needs of the country and help transform India into a
nation of scientifically thinking people.

The Seminar was jointly organized by IMS and
Vigyan Prasar — an autonomous body under the
Department of Science & Technology, Government
of India.

Prof. V.S. Ramamurthy, Chairman, Board of
Governors, IIT, Delhi, in his inaugural address, gave
a broad over-view of latest trends in science
communication in India and abroad.

A number of eminent persons addressed the
participants as Resource Persons. They included Shri
Rajeev Gupta, President, IMS, Dr. V.B. Kamble,
Director, Vigyan Prasar, Prof. Devesh Kishore, Dean,
SIMC, IMS, Prof. Ashok Tandon, Director, NOIDA
Campus, Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University,
Smt. Deepa Chandra, Director, Doordarshan Kendra,
Delhi, Prof. B.K. Kuthiala, Director, Institute of Mass
Communication & Media Technology, Kurukshetra
University, Prof. Hemant Joshi, Department of Mass
Communication, Jamia Milia Islamia University and
Prof. Tapati Basu, Head & Dean, Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication, University of
Calcutta.

Devi Ahilya University

School of Journalism & Mass Communication
took a lead in launching an awareness campaign at
Indore, against the grave consequences of alcohol,
smoking and drug
addiction. Modus &t
operandi, adopted by P
the Final Semester

students, included
street plays, door-to-
door contacts, |

especially prepared
posters, handouts etc.

Through these media, people were warned against
the dangers in the above addiction. They underlined
the need for staying away from carcinogenic
substances, having healthy food and adopting the right
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life style habits for avoiding the incidence of cancer
and other associated ailments.

The campaign was well received by the people
of Indore for its theme and presentation.

Guru Ghasidas University

Department
Communication and Department of Social Work of
the University jointly organized a National Workshop
on Social Responsibility & Media at Bilaspur. The
Workshop focused on all the major aspects of the main
theme.

of Journalism & Mass

Inaugurating the Workshop, Shri Vishwanath
Sachdeva, the well-known journalist and Editor,
Navneet, Mumbai said that globalization and growing
influence of marketing has changed the very nature
and role of the mass media. This, he said, was very
dangerous for the society. Because of the over-riding
influence of marketing, credibility of news has come
down. Now the main function of the media is confined
to provide entertainment, he added.

A number of media persons, social activists,
academics, students and decision-makers actively
participated in the deliberations.

Prof. J.L. Gupta, University’s Vice Chancellor
inaugurated the Workshop. Notable among those who
addressed the Workshop were : Shri Sachchidanand
Joshi, Vice Chancellor, Kushabhau Thakre University,
Shri Sanjay Dwivedi, Resident Editor, Haribhoomi,
Dr. M.S. Parmar, HOD, Journalism, Devi Ahilya
University, Shri Arvind Singh, HOD, Journalism,
Chhatrapati Sahuji Maharaj University, Dr. Gopa
Bagchi, Head, Journalism & Mass Communication and
Dr. S.V.S. Chauhan, Head, Social Work Department,
Guru Ghasidas University.

Banaras Hindu University

Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication of the University organized a 6-day
workshop on Writing Research Proposals. Thirty-six
persons drawn from universities, governmental
and non-governmental organizations participated
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